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THE DEA POSITION ON MARIJUANA

Thecampaigna | egi ti mi ze what 1 s call ed A me dinstahatl
science views marijuana as medigiardsecondthatthe DEA targets sick and dying people using
the drug. Neither proposition is tru8pecifically, snoked marijuana has nafthstood the rigors of
sciencéit is not medicineand it is not safeMoreover, theDEA targets criminals engagedtime
cultivation and traffickingpf marijuananot the sick and dyindhis is true even in th#4 states that
haeapproved the use of fAmedical®d marijuana.

On October 19, 2009 Attornéyeneraleric Holder announced formal guidelines for federal

0O mart

prosecutors in states that have enacted laws authorizing the use of marijuana for medical purposes.

The guidelinesas seforth in a memorandum from Deputy Attorney General David W. Ogdekes

clear that the focus of federal resources should not be on individuals whose actions are in compliance

with existing state lawsndunderscoesthat the Department will continue poosecute people whose

claims of compliance with state and local law conceal operations inconsistent with the terms,

conditions, or purposes of the lae also reiterated that the Department of Justice is committed to

the enforcement of the Controll&libstances Ach all statesand that thiguidance does not
il egal i zed mari j uan a&toa violafon af fededldad.While somepgoplé
have interpreted these guidelines to mean that the federal government has relaxed ita policy o

def en

Amedi cal 06 mar i j uana, nvestigatiens and prdsecutiooisviolations af statet h e ¢ a

and federal law will continueThese are the guidelines DEA has and will continue to follow.

THE FALLACY OF MARIJUANA FOR MEDICINAL USE

SMOKED MARIJUANA 1S NOT MEDICINE

There isno sound scientific evidencthat smoked marijuana can be used safely and effectively as
medicine Congress enacted laws against marijuana in 1970 based in part on its conclusion that

marijuana has no scientifically prew medical valueThe Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is

the federal agency responsible for approving drugs as safe and effective medicine based on valid
scientific data.The FDA has not approved smoked marijuana for any condition or disease. The FDA
noted that Athere is currently sound evidence t

scientific studies supported medical use of marijuana for treatment in thesl Btétes, and no animal
cacy

or human data supported the safety33or effi

I n 2001, the Supr e mel9udgmentabadt marijuamé dnited Statesv.e s s

Oakl and Cannabi s Buj%2U.S 438 Qad),pvbichddldithgieen the a |
absence of medical usefulnessdical necessity is not a defense to marijuana prosecution.
Furthermore, irGonzales v. Raigh545 U.S. 1(2005),the Supreme Court reaffirmed that the
authority of Congres®tregulate the use of potentially harmful substances througadbeal

Controlled Substances AGESA) includes the authority to regulate marijuana of a purely intrastate

(@)
(9)]

characte;r egar dl ess of a state | aw purupnarti ng to aut

On March 27, 2006, Raich submitted an appeal to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth
Circuit seeking declaratory and injunctive relief based on the alleged unconstitutionality of the CSA
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and a declaration that medical necessity precludes enforcement of the CSAtagaifke court

heard this matter on remand foll owi ngb48Lh&1 Supr e
(2005).0n March 14, 2007, thidinth Circuitruled thata terminally ill woman (Angel Raich) using

marijuana was not immune to federal prosecution because of her conditisrdecision reaffirms

that medical marijuana users and their suppliers could be prosecuted for breaching federal drug laws
even if the &te they live in has made it legal to do*so.

I n a show of international suppothelntdrmatonat he U. S.
Narcotics Control Board (INCHssued a statement urging other countries to consider the real dangers

of cannd i s Canfabis is classified under international conventions as a drug with a number of
personal and public health problems. It is nG&ddtddrug as some people would have you believe.

There is new evidence confirming w&hown mental health problespnand some countries with a

more liberal policy towards cannabis are reviewing their position. Countries need to take a strong
stance toward3 cannabis abuse. 0

The DEA and the federal government are not alone in viewing smoked marijuana as having no
documented medical value. Voices in the medical community likewise do not accept smoked
marijuana as medicine

e TheAmerican Medical Association(AMA) has always endorséilell-controlled studies of
marijuana and related cannabinoids in patientis serousconditions for which preclinical,
anecdotal, or controlled evidence suggests possible efficacy and the application of such results
to the understanding and treatment of dis@édeeNovember 2009, the AMA amendéd
policy, wur gi ngtustahaSchedula Icontrallex substasce betrewvidwed t h
the goal of facilitating the conduct of clinical research and development of cannéataseid
medi cines, and alternate delivery methods. 0
viewed as aendorsement of stateased medical cannabis programs, the legalization of
marijuana, or that scientific evidence on the therapeutic use of cannabis meets the current
standards for préscription drug product. 0

e TheAmeri can Soci ety o f(ASAM) gublc policy stateMendonci ne 6 s
AMedl c Mar i j uan asmbking dsa eneahsyof drug deleveABSAM further
recommendthatfall cannabis, cannablzased products and cannabis delivery desbesild
besubject to the same standasaggplicable to all other prescription medication and medical
devic es, and should not be distributed or othe
approvalASAM al so Adiscourages state interferenc
process. o

e TheAmerican Cancer SocietfACS)idoes not advocate inhalin
of marijuana, 06 although the organization d
alternative delivery methods, specificallyerahydrocannabingTHC) skin patch®

9
oe

e TheAmerican Glaucoma SocietfAGS)has st ated that fialthough
intraocular pressure, the side effects and short duration of action, coupled with the lack of
evidence that its use alters the course of glaucoma, preelcoimmending this drug in any
form for the treatment of gl aucoma at the pr
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The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAPb el i eves t hat A[ a]ny char
of marijuana, even if limited to adults, could affect the prevalence of usenagn adol escen
While it supports scientific research on the possibdelicaluse of cannabinoidss opposed to

smoked marijuandt opposes the legalization of marijuafa.

TheNational Multiple Sclerosis Society (NMS$has statethatit could notrecommend

medical marijuan&®e made widely availabler people with multiple sclerosis for symptom
managemeniexplaining:fAThis decision was not only based on existing legal barriers to its use
but, even more importantly, because studies to date deenwairttrate a clear benefit

compared to existing symptomatic therapies and because side effects, systemic effects, and
longt erm effects™are not yet clear. o

TheBritish Medical Association (BMA) voiced extreme concern that downgrading the criminal
status of marijuana would fimisleado the publ

mai ntains that marijuana fAhas been | inked to
andempli s e ffaT.hee 2004 Deputy Chairman of the BMA«
public must be made aware of the harmful eff

In 1999, The Institute of Medicine (IOM) released a landmark study reviewing themased medical
properties of marijuana. The study is frequent
severely undermines their arguments.

After release of the IOM study, the principal investigators cautioned that the active compounds
in marijuana may have medicinal potential and therefore should be researched further.
However, the study concluded that Athere is
approved Medication. o

For some ail ments, t he ttvalMe ofcarmabidoidfdrugs,, pot ent i
primarily THC, for pain relief, cont®Pol of n
However, it pointed out that #@A[t] he effects

generally modest, and in most cases thexarere effective medications [than smoked
marij fana] . o

The study concludethat, at best, there is only anecdotal information on the medical benefits

of smoked marijuana for some ailments, such as muscle spasticity. For other ailments, such as
epilepsyand glaucoma, the study found no evidence of medical value and did not endorse
further research’

e | OM study explained that fAsmoked marij ua
l'ivers har mfmuladguh s toan vadieplé mixtute of biolagicallya i N a
tive compounds and cannot be expected to p
erefore, the study c onsmokednarfuant dsa meditdliyh er e i
proved Medication. o
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e The principalinvestigators explicitly stated that using smoked marijuana in clinical trials
Ashould not be designed to develop it as a

devel opment of new, safe Yelivery systems of

Thus, even scientists and researchers who believe that certain active ingredients in marijuana may
have potential medicinal value opewligcount the notion that smoked marijuana is or can become
Amedi cine. 0O

The Drug Enforcement Administration supportgoimg research into potential medicinal uses of
marijuanads aAstoiMaye20l0ngr edi ent s.

e There arel19researchers registered with DEA to perform studies with marijuaanguana
extracts, and netetrahydrocannabinol marijuaxarivativesthat ist in the plant, such as
cannabidiol and cannabinol.

e Studies include evaluation of abuse potential, physical/psychological effects, adverse effects,
therapeutic potential, and detection.

o Eighteesrzng the researchers are approved to conduct research with smoked marijuana on human
subjects.

At present, howevethe clear weight of the evidence is that smoked marijuana is harmful.
No matter what medical condition has been studied, other dreg&lglapproved by the FDA have
been proven to be safégransmoked marijuana

The only drugcurrentlyapproved by the FDA that contains the synthetic form of THC is Mi&@ino
Available through prescription, dinol® comes in pill form, and is used toisle nausea and
vomiting associated with chemotherapy for cancer patients and to assist with loss of appetite with
AIDS patients.

Sativex®, an oromucosal spray for the treatment of spasticity due to Multiple Sclerosis is already
approved for use in Canadad was approved in June 2010 for use in the United Kingddra.oral

liquid spray contains two of the cannabinoids found in marijiiaildC andcannabidiol CBD) - but

unlike smoked marijuana, removes contaminaetd,ices the intoxicating effects,grown in a

structur:g and scientific environment, administers a set dosage and meets criteria for pharmaceutical
product

Organi zer s b e hmanjudna mbvemerit heeedndt dealt with ensuring that the product
meets the standards of modern mee: quality, safety and efficacy. There is no standardized
composition or dosage; no appropriate prescribing information; no quality control; no accountability
for the product; no safety regulation; no way to measure its effectiveness (laesddsthstories);

and no insurance coverage. Science, not popola, should determine whatedicineis.
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The legalization movement is not simply a harmless academic exercise. The mortal danger of
that marijuana is fimedicined was graphical
2004, |l rma Per ez was diience withihe drugostasge vshenodfter taleng

oneEcstasy tablet, she became ill and told friends that she felt like sikedvgso i ng Two d
teenage acquaintances did not seek medical care and instead tried to get Perez to smoke mar
When hat failed due to her seizures, the friends tried to féeeel marijuana leaves to her,
Afapparently because [t hey] knew that drug
Iostzcztonsciousness and died a few days later when she was talfensoffport. She was 14 years
old.

thinking
Ly il
firs
i edé
juana.

S SO

THE LEGALIZATION LOBBY

The proposition that smoked nrackenyysaddopthose s 0
promoting wholesale legalization.

e The Marijuana Policy Project (MPP) provides funding asslistance to states and localities
promote Amari j uana alsgislatiend Yetthein\isidstatement ciealy
indicates that they have a much broader goal of decriminalizing marijéarihe same time
the marijuana legalizatiorrgponents are soliciting support for laws allowing marijuana to
used aszsmedicine, they are workingrtodify policies to regulate marijuarsmilarly to
alcohol:

¢ Ed Rosenthal, senior editor dfgh Times a predrug magazine, once revealed the |eagdaion
strategy behind the fimedical 6 mari juana

sympathy for glaucoma patients, he said
medically. | have a latent glaucoma which has never been diagrnbse@ r e a s o n
never been diagnosed is because |1 6ve be
there is another reason why | do use marijuana . . . and that is because | like to get high
Marijuar@ is fun.?od

medi c

to
i ves

be

mo v e
, Al
why
en tr

e A few billionaire® not broa grassroots suppérts t art ed and sustain the
and drug legalization movements in the United States. Without their money and influence, the

drug legalization movement would shrivel. According to National Families in Action, fou
individual®d George Soros, Peter Lewis, George Zimmad John Sperlirdy contributed

r

$1,510,000 to the effort to pass a fimedical 0
representing nearly 60 percent of the total contributidns.

e In 2000,The New York Timesterviewed Ethan Nadelmann, Director of the Lindesmith
Center. Responding to criticism that the medical marijuana issue is a stalking horse for drug
|l egal i zati on, Mr . Nadel mann stated: A Wi | | [
hope®so. o

e When a statute dramatically reducing penalti
Maryl and in October 2003, a defense attorney
who | i ke marijuana who can nowervedthatlawyersi s e t h
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woul d be Aneglecting their clients i f they d
psychol ogical 860 condition could be enlisted
the drug. i S 0o merediceirgy svithpueevem tealizing e he®€ b & i d

e In 2004, Alaskavoters faced a ballot initiative that would have made it legal for adults age 21
and older to possess, grow, buy, or give away marijuana. The measure also called for state
regulation and taxation of the druglhe campaign was funded almost entirely log t
Washington,D.Cbased MPP, which provided fAal most al
marijuana campaign. Fortunately, Alaskan voters rejected the initfative.

e In October 2005, Denver voters passed Initiative 100 decriminalizing marijuana based on
incomplete and misleading campaign advertisements put forth by the Safer Alteiorative
Enjoyable Recreation (SAFER). A Denver City Councilman complained that the group used
the sl ogan fAMake Denver SAFERO on Dbtersihtbhoar ds
thinking that the initiative supported increased police staffing. Indeed, the Denver voters were
never informed of the initiat?ve6s true inte

e In 20046 the legalization movement funded three state marijuelaedinitiatives, which were
defeated in the November election. In Colorado, SAFER was behind Amendment 44, which
allowed for possession of up to one ounce of marijuana. Mieadment was defeated by 60
percent of the vote. In Nevada, Question 7, which suggported by the MPP, sought to permit
the manufacture, distribution, and sale of marijuana to adults aged 21 or older. The measure
was defeated by 56 percent of the vote. In South Dakota, South Dakotans for Medical
Marijuana pushed Measure 4, allowingdital marijuana access. Timeasure was defeated
by 52 pecent of the vot&°

e The legalization movement was more successftilealocal level in 2006. MRfinded local
groups were able to pass measures in three California cities: Santa Barbarag Samsél
Barbara), Santa Cruz (Santa Cruz Citizens for Sensible Marijuana Policy), and Santa Monica
(Santa Monicans for Sensible Marijuana Policy); and in Missoula, Montana (Citizens for
Responsible Crime Policy). Residents voted to make marijuana posseeslowest law
enforcement priority in their citied:

e Three other legalization groups also won local initiatives: the NORML (the National
Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws) chapter at the University of Arkansas at
Fayetteville helped makpossession of one ounce or less of marijuana a misdemeanor in
EurekaSprings, Arkansas; Americans for Safe Access assisted Albany, CA with passing
Measure D, allowing a medical marijuana dispensary in the City of Albany; and the Drug
Policy Forum of Massachusetts helped four districts pasdmaling policy statements fno
voters allowing for possession of up to one ounce of marijuana be a civil violation subject only
to a $100 fine (2 districts) and allowing seriously ill patients to possess and grow marijuana
with a doctord&s recommendati on.

¢ In 2007 inHailey, Idaho,the ballot initiatives tdegalize industrial hempegalize medical use
of marijuana and to allow marijuana latesreceive the lowest enforcement priority passed,
but have not been implementethe initiative to regulate and tax marijuana sales and use
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failed. Mayor Rick Davis, City Councilman Don Keirand Chief of Police Jeff Gunter filed a

Decl aratory Judgment action alleging that th
primarily alleges that the three initiatives are illegal because tleegoatrary to the general

| aws of the State of?* RydmOaddson,micectdr @hrelibgyi t ed St
Lobby of Idahg put the initiatives back on the May ballot, and again theypasBda vi d son 6 s
efforts in Hailey are part of a larger gsasots agenda to have marijuana laws reformed

statewide and national?* In March, 2009 Blaine County™District Court Judge Robert

Elgee filed a decision to void the initiatives that would have legalized marijuana use in the city

and would have made enforcement of marijuana laws the lowest priority for Hailey police. The
judge also voided language in timtiative that would have required individual city officials to
advocate for marijuana reforfn.

¢ [n 2008, with support from the Michigan Coalition for Compassionate @ackjganbecame
the 13" state toapprove marijuana for medicinal purpod@s.

¢ Massabusetts, backed by the Committee for Sensible Marijuana Policy, replaced criminal
penalties for one ounce of marijuana with a civil im€008>’

e Voters infour districts (L5towns) in Massachusetts, supported by local legalization groups,
passed a baltaneasure to instruct a representative from each district to vote in favor of
|l egi sl ation that would allow seriously ill p
possess and grow small amounts of marijuana for their personal medital use.

¢ Inthe same year, voters in Fayetteville, Arkansas, supported by Sensible F%ﬁtteville, voted to
make adult marijuana possession law the lowest priority for local law enforcément.

¢ In California, Proposition 5, also known as the Néaolent Offender Rehabilation Act, and
supported by the Drug Policy Alliance, called for more funding for addiction treatment and
decriminalization of up to an ounce of marijaa This initiative did not pag§.

e The legalizers weralsoless successful in New Hampshivéhere although the state
|l egi sl ature approved a bill to |l egalize fAmed
bill in July 2009, citingconcerns oveeultivation distributionand the potential for abuge.

e Rhode Island became th¥ 8tate to athw the sale of marijuana for medicinal purposes. In

June 2009, the Rhode I sl and | egislature over
for the establishment of three compassionate care centers regulated by the state department of
health??

e NewMexicoopenedis first fAmedical © mar ib¢omiagtred'di spen s
state to allow fAmedi®cal © marijuana dispensar

e In November2009 Mainebecame the%state to allow dispensaries. The voters afsgroved
t he expansiiocnaloof nahrte irjdiudectdaning debilitating medical
conditiors and incorporating additional diseases that can be included under the law. This effort
was funded by the Drug Policy Allianéé.
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e On November 4, 200Breckenridge, Coloradaitizens voted to decriminalize possession of
up to 1 ounce of marijuana for adults over 21 years of age. The measure, however, is
symbolic, because pot possession is still against state law. Sean McAllister, a Breckenridge
lawyer who pushed forthedee mi nal i zati on measure said that
skip medical marijuana*and |legalize pot for

e In January 2010\ew Jerseypecame the Istate to allow the use of marijuana for medicinal
purposes. With the most restrictive lanthe countrypnly residents with one dfvelve
chronic illneses(not including chronic painyill be able to get a prescriptiorin their
doctor to buy up to two ounces a month from one of six dispenérisplementation of the
program, originallyscheduled for October 1, 2010, has been extended by the state legislature
until January 1, 2011, to give tiBovernor more time to determine who will grow and
dispensenarijuana

e On July 25, 200,the U.S. House of Representatives defeated, by a vote @6P6%n
amendment (HRB093) that would have prevented the DEA and the Department of Justice
from arresting or prosecuting medical marijuana patients and providers in the 12 states where
medicalmarijuanawas therlegal.*®

e Two Congressionahitiatives on marijuana also failed in 2008. HR5842, Medical Marijuana
Patient Protection Act and HR584%:t to Remove Federal Penalties for Bersonal Use of
Marijuana by Responsible Adults, both diaccommittee.

e ThreeCongressionahitiatives were introduced in Congress in 2009: HR2835 Medical
Marijuana Patient Protection Act; HR2943 Personal Use of Marijuana by Responsible Adults
Act of 2009;andHR3939Truth in Triak Act

e TheConsolidateddppropriations Acof 2010(HR 3288)became law in Decemb2009
without the ABarr Amendment, 06 a provision th
for the District of Columbia since 1999.The Barr Amendmerttadpr ohi bi t ed @é an
to be usd to conduct a ballot initiative which seeks to legalize or reduce the penalties
associated with the possession, use, or distribution of anyideHesibstance under the
Contrdled Substanceé&(or any tetrahydro®annabinois deri

e The eliminaiton of the Barr Amendment enablied District of Columbia to implement
Initiative 59, a ballot initiative that was approved in 1998 to allow for the use of marijuana for
medical treatmentn May 2010, the District of Columbia City Council approved athgit
would allow chronically ill patientstorecenee d oct or 6 s p maijsanaandbuyi on t
up to two ounces a month from a e#ignctioned distribution center. The bill was signed by
the Mayorthe same montand sent to Congress, which has 30 days to review it before it
becomes a law. On June 23, 2010, Congressmen Jason Chaffetz and Jim Jordan introduced
HJRes. 93, a resolution to disapprove the ci
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THE FAILURE OF LEGALIZED MARIJUANA EFFORTS

The argument that fAcaregiverso who participate
contradicted by revelations that all too often cannabis clubs are fronts for drug dealers, not health
facilites. Even t he author of Proposition 215 believes:s

e Reverend Scott T. Imler, eauthor of Proposition 215, the 1996 ballot initiative that legalized
medical marijuana in California, expressed his disappointment with the way the praggam
been implemented ia series of interviews late 2006

A iwe created Prop. 215 so patients would n
But today it is all about the money. Most of the dispensaries operating in California are
alittemoret han dope dealets with store fronts.

A "When we wrote 215, we were selling it to the public asething for seriously ill
people...It's turned into a joke. | think a lot of people have medicalized their
recreational use>®

A "What we set out to do wamit something in the statutes that said medicine was a
defense in case they got arrested using marijuana for medical redspessays.
"What we got was a whole different thing, a big new industty."

¢ In aninterview with National Public Radio in Aug2f09 Reverend Imlestated that he
believes that the | aw has-fabtelegalizasiomb v €lrthtee da.r t i W
continuesfiHe never envisioned that medicinal pot would turn into a business, open to
virtual Py anyone. 0

In Oregon where voters legalizedmedicab marijuana for qualifing patients in November 1998,
paients must grow their owmarijuanaor have a licensed grower providdor them throug an
unpaid arrangement. While the initiative had good intentiomsierougproblems exist

e According to Lt. Michael Dingeman, Director of the Oregon State Police Drug Enforcement
Sectionmany call§rom cardholders are abongverreceivingthe marijuana from their
designated growers. Tlieg r ower s ar e s i mpslfoycoves andsglingthesr c ar o
crops on the black market. In fact, some county sheriffs estimate that as much as one half of
the illegal street marijuana theyodre seeing
medi cal mariYuana program. 0

¢ Depuy Chief Tim George of the Medford Police Department says that the region is
fiswimminginweed 6 and t he pr obl ein® ekoegpd pes ageet ttirmgr ewar
sums of money to buy marijuana. Weed is being shipped out of Oregon at record levels.
Medi cal Marijuana has made® it easier for cri

e Sergeant Erik Fisher of the Drug Enforcement Section odDtlegon State Police says thia¢
perception of the marijuana drug trade i s me
notes that al most all the distriikingtreodthas and
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been the increase in home invasion robberies of medical araaifiolks, and how absolutely
violent they can be. We have more home invasions going on with medical marijuana people
than any other drldg dealer | can think of. o

Neighborh@d residents, @ttors and other professionalssociated with marijuana dispensaadmit
there have been problems

In a letter to the Editor of the Denver Pd3t, Christian Thurstone, Medical Director of an
Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment Program in Dem®iseewhatimpactCo |l or ad o 0 s
policies regarding fAmedical 0 marijuana has h

A iAbout 95 percent of the hundreds of youn
problems with marijuana. | see teenagers who choose pot over family, school, friends
and healtheverg ay. When t heydédre high, these youn
lead to unplanned pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, school dropouts and car
accidents that harm peopWhen teenagers are withdrawing from marijuana, they can
be aggressiveandige i nt o fi ghts or instigate conf i

A Dr. Thurstone talks about a-}@arold who he was treating for severe addiction for
several mont hs. fAHe recently showed up at
How did he get itHe paid $300 for a brief visit with another doctor to discuss his
Adepression. 0 The doctor took a cursory n
contacting me. The teenager walked out with the paperwork needed not only for a

license to smokeit,bat| so for a | icense permitting a
marijuana plants for him. My patient, who had quit using addictive substafteea
neard eat h experience, is back to smoking ma

A In a three month pid, Dr. Thurstone saw over a dozen patients between 18 and 25
with histories of substance abuse who had received a recommendation from other
doctors to smoke marijuana.

K

i without | icenses tell me abmist pot e
i e

ds
| d enough supply *o support sales on t

<

In a professional pharmacology journal, a doctgeharmacology wroteh The et hi c al
guandary that | have as a pharmacist is allowing lay people to open dispensaries for profit and
supply marijuanda o peopl e without any quality control
to those being di ¥pensed this potent drug. o

The owners of a Satellite Beach house in Brevard County, Fivedatold the renters would

take care of the lawn and clean thelpoot hems el ves. What they didn
be using the water from the swimming pool as part of the irrigation system for a hydroponic
indoor marijuana grow in three of the four b

foundation of thénouse to put pipes and wiresdn, accor di ng t o Kat hl een
owners, who estimated the property damage at $60,000e Br evar d County Sh
found 24 marijuana plants inside with a possible yield of 200 pounds of cafthabis.
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e Accoming to a Los Angeles press repdmmeownersn Fair OaksCaliforniacalled the local
cannabix | ub a Afree for all .o Conflicts among c
resolved by security guards was apparent that not all of the customers were legitimate
patientsEven Dr. Charles Moser, a local physician who voted for Prop2®i d t hat he
saw é)leople comnup on bikes and skateboards, with backpacks, helaitkyng young
men.

¢ In addtion to problems with the cannabis clubs themselves, California residents are also
complaining about marijuana growsatsupply the clubdn Willits, California, residents and
officials pointed out numerous problems, including the-giflects of resinrom a cannabis
growing operationhata f f ect ed resi dentsé health. Additi
influx of homeless people looking for work at marijuana harvestfin®i nce t hi s medi
marijuana thing our tovwmrhad | gpane AtEow elregl ly,ed@ |
creepy people. They sleep behind the Safeway and Rays and go to the bathroom there. They
gotoOur DailyBreadandat t he food Poor people need. o

¢ Inthe city of Arcata, CaliforniaLaVina Collenberg discovered that the nice yogagtlenan
who rented her home on the outskirts of town was usiteggrow marijuana after a neighbor
called to tell her the house was on fire. In the charnedhires she found grow light3;foot-
high marijuana plants, seeds germinating in the spa, air vents cut through the roof, and water
from the growing operation soaking the carpeting andfleaing. Fire Protetion District
Chief John McFarland a ythet mfostocal structural fires invtve marijuana cultivatiom.
fiLaw enforcement officialestimate that 1,000 of the 7,500 hormethis Humboldt County
communityare being used toultivatemarijuanaslashing into the housing stock, spreading
building-safety problems arsbwingneighborhod discord®®

e fArcataMayor Mark Wheetley said that marijuana growing has become a gaoglitg issue
in this town of 17,000. People from all camps say enough is enough. It is like this renegade
Wild West mentality. o Ht RolinoRiclohtond & tcandemedU n i v e r
thatfiso many houses have been converted into pot farms that the availability of student rentals
has beenreducedahch e communi tyés aura of marijuana I
studentsMy own sense is that peoplesaabusing Proposition 215 to@l them to use
marijuanaéas r&creational drugs. 0

Many drug users are taking advant agadsalf t he guli
marijuana for normedical use.

e In Great Falls, Montana, school counselorssaing an increase in the use of marijuana by
students. According to Earlene Ostberg, a school Chemical Awareness/Responsive Education
Counselor, most of the students that are fai
kids are real defensivé.hey say fAMrs. Ostber greenimedical medi c
marijuaffa) card. o

e T The o0 wn e rAngeldsareaimedicdl magijuana dispensaries was arrested by federal
agents after an investigation sparked by a traffic accident in which tmsb high on one
of the dispensariéproducts plowed into a parked SUV, killing the driver and paralyzing a
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California Highway Patrol Officed. The driver had a large amount of marijuana and
marijuana edibles in his pickup truck, purchased from thesttoCaregivers facility in

Compton. The owner, Virgil Granthad an expired business license to operate an herbal retalil
store.In another of his dispensaries an employee was observed selling $5,700 worth of
marijuana out the back door. Mr. Grant, whaallprevious convictions on drsignd weapons
relatedoffenseshas beeriicharged with drug conspiracy, money laundering, and operating a
druginvolved premise within 1,000 feet of a scho®l.

e ARolingStonear ti cle describes the Awink and nodbo
norrmedical purposes by some dispensariés. the counter, a guy in a USC shirt is talking to
the goateed clerk (Daniel's employaes paid approximately twenty dollars peuh plus a
free gram per dgy With all the options, the customerer, patient- doesn't know what to
buy 0 fiThe muffins look nice& he says.fiThey're about a gram and a half of hash, which is
pretty good) says the clerk. Then he points to the gosuperpotent powdery hash mixed with
honey. fiThis is what you war,he saysfiThis will definitely get you medicatedf’

e A Santa Cruz, California man, Edwin Hoey, was arrested in December, 2@@&ti¢3 found
100 pounds of marijuana at his residedaeng an investigation. His attornelaimedthat his
clientwas providing pot for local medical marijuana dispensaititsyever,law enforcement
found among his possessiansre than $500,000 in cash and a French wine collection valued
at $150,000Investigators found that Mr. Hoey was making a big profit from medical pot,
some of whicthesold tonon-medicinal customers on the East CS4st.

e Two East CountyCalifornia)teenagers were suspended for showing up at school high, with a
medical marijuanaard as their excu$é

e A news article reports the easéh which patients are able tbtain medical marijuan&rimary
caregiversare authorized by lavo grow, transport and provide marijuana to patiebdsegivers
donotneed any background in health care to hold this st@asthey are not required tayrster
with the state All it takes is @ oral or written agreement betwebe caregiver and patient
designating you as their primary caregi{fer.

e Rolling Stonanagazine reported on abuses associated with Propositiofil Zlfusiness is
good foré compassionate caregivers, fleen fighters, botanists in loweith the art of
growing, Long Beach homeys, Valley Boys, Oakland thagd even one savvy gal who wants
her girlfriends to sell medical marijuana while wearing pasties. But as in any drug business, a
criminal element persisdsstorage lockers of product, safes of cash, hustlers trying to rob those
lockers and safes, gunstopt ect one from the hustlters, and

e A news reposrfor the Santa Cru8entineinterviewed a defense attorney wécknowledged
thathe turns away clients who admit they have taken advantage of the law to use marijuana for
nortmedical purposes$iThese people aren't siekand are simply trying to hide behind the
Compassionate Use Act for recreational or pnafetking reasons.This lawyer estimates that
up to7 2C%Opercentof those seeking his assistance are involved mahjuanafor nonmedical
uses.
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Because of abuses associated with the cannabis ldubsnforcement and localities have cracked
down onthesefronts for marijuana dealers.

e | n

Mont ana, where voters aptiperebasbednrdcene di cal 0

influx of registeredimedicab marijuana cardholdergs of June 2009 there were only 2,923
cardholdersnow there are approximately 15,000 cardholders. As a result of thissacteare
has been a proliferation of storefront dispensanh an increase from 919 to over 5,000.
The existing law does not have the proper regulations to manage thesssesiand ensure
public safety’?

July 2010

A In Billings, the City Councilapproved a skimonth moratoriunon newmedical

businesssin May 2010 after tw@venings of violence against dispensaries. They also
ordered the closure of 25 of the 81 dispensaries for not being properly registered with
the state’

In Kalispell, theyrecenly banned any neimedicab marijuana stores in the city
following thebludgeoning death of a patient that authorities believe wasd¢tettee
t heft o fmafjuaaglantdal o

In April 2010the principaland counselors frof@reat Falls High School testifigdat

teenagers are smokimgoremarijuana than ever beforeriftipal Dick Kloppel stated

that dal firmly believe it is directly att
through caregivers and cardholdér8.

Mikie Messman, Gemical Awareness/Responsive Educa@mordinator for the
school district tesfied that the students told her that marijuana relieves stress.
|l nstead of | earning how to cope with stre
using it as medication so they dord®t have

In response tthe information provide by school personnel and others wsified, in
June 2010 Great Falls city commissioners voted to ban medical marijuana businesses
from the city’®

A block from the state capitol in Helena, the Cannabis Caregivers Network, set up a
cannabis caravan, a makeshift clinic, using a band of doctors and medical marijuana
advocates roaming Montana to sign up thou
marijuana cardholders. For $150 patients see a doctor who provides a recommendation
thattey be all owed to buy and smoke fAmedi ca
Board has been working to curtail the practice of such mass screenings. They recently
fined a doctor who participated in a similar clinic for seeing 150 patients in 14 and 1/2
hours,or approximately a patient every six minutes. There was no way a thorough
examination, a medical history, discussion of alternative treatments and oversight of the
patients could have occurréd.

One caravan recently ran a clinic in a hotel in Helena, evtiay processed between

200 and 300 people seeking a doctorbés rec
patient with sending the application and
department. Afterwards patients were ushered into anotherwbeane half a dozen

marijuana providers competed for their busirf8ss.
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e According to an article in thieos Angeles Timeg 2007 there were 186 marijuana
dispensaries registered with the city. Recognizing that hundreds of dispensaries were
proliferating acoss the city, the City Council imposed a moratorium on new ones until
regulations are put in place. However, operators were allowed to appeal for a hardship
exemption. The City Council did not grant any exemptions, but dispensaries were allowed to
open. he City Council has since eliminated the hardship exemption and is proposing an
ordinance that would shut down dispensaries that opened during the mor&torium.

e On September 10, 2009, 14 search warrants were served at 14 marijuana dispensaries and six
asso@ted residences in San Diego. According to San Diego County District Attorney Bonnie
M. Dumani sc,alfiltehde sbtemasroi j uana di spew#p®fdri esd ar

storefront drug dealing operationsicar un by dr
mari juana | aw. 0 For profit marijuana dispens
have not, and will not prosecute people who are legitimately and legally using medical

mari juana. 0 Residents || i vindolawerdorcensetand of t

local government about the increase in crimes associated with the dispensaries and about their
proximity to schools and areas frequented by chilffen.

e On November13,2000he Los Angeles City Attorneyob6s Of
marijuana ordinance for council to reviétv.

e On November 18, 2009, Los Angeles County District Attorney Steve Cooley warned the Los
Angeles City Council that he intends to prosecute dispear i es t hat sel | dr uc
|l eaders decide to allow those transactions.
medical marijjuanatobesoid. Bot h Cool ey and City Attorney
recent court decisions clearly €tdhat collectives cannot sell marijuana over the counter, but
can be reimbursed for the cost of growing the marijfahas Angeles County Superior Court
Judge James C. Chalfant agreed that state | a
dorbéetl i eve that a storefront oI spensary that

e In February 2010, District Attorney Steve Cooley charged Jeff Joseph, operator of a Culver
City dispensary with 24 felonies, including selling and transporting marijuana, and money
laurdering. In addition,thdc 0 s Angel es City Attorneyo6s of fi
against Joseph and two other dispensaries, charging that they are public nuisances and are
operating illegally’®

e In January 201the Los Angeles City Council adoptaccomprehensive medical marijuana
ordinance that enforces strict controls on dispensaries, forcing hundreds of shops to close.
Although the ordinance sets the limit to 70, the number would be closer to 150 by allowing
those registered with the city in@Dto remain. New requirements include banning
consumption at theigpensary andot locating within 1,000 feet of schools, parkistdries
and other dispensarie¥.

¢ In May 2010 the Los Angeles city prosecutors began notifying 439 dispensaries thatdhey h
to shut down by Jung 2010. Property owners and dispensary operators were sent letters
informing them that violations could lead to six months in jail and a $1,000 fine. Additional
civil penalties could be adde®.

~

e Al n Mendoci no Cgrawinose thanith feet hegh, pnedecal masijuana clubs
adopt stretches of highway, and the ssticky,
during the autumn harveétr e si dents are wondering if the
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medicinal purposbas gone tofaré .Some esidents and law enforcement officiatsy the

California law has increasingly and unintentionally provided legal cover for-taae

marijuana growers and the problems such bigoney operations can atttac 0 Qn June
2008 the Countypassedeasure B, which redudehe number of plants allowed to be grown
Numerous initiatives like theghroughout the state demonstrate that residents want to see

more, not lesgegulation of the medical marijuana progra.

¢ In March, 2006, DEA worked with state and local law enforcement to dismantle the largest
marijuanalaced candy manufacturing organization in the western United States. The five
month investigation resulted i nsetzireeofmaorer est o
than 4,000 marijuana plants, $100,000 in U.S. currency, three firearms, and hundreds of
marijuanalaced food products. The marijualeeed products, packaged to mimic legitimate
food products, included | aybeWasy ,hsou cahn da sii FioBtu dTd
items were packaged in large bofesdistribution to cannabis clubs throughout the West
Coast and over the Internet.

¢ Many cities and counties in California have refused to allow cannabis clubs to operate, despite
the passagef Proposition 215.0ne hundred anthirty-two cities andhine counties have
banned cannabis clubs outright; 14 courdied 101 citiehavemoratoria againghem; 36
cities anchine counties haverdinances regulating theth

e In San Franciscdhings @t so out of ontrol that Mayor Gavin Newsoimad to close many of
the "clinics" because drug addicts were clustering around them, causing fear among city
residents”

DANGERS OFMARIJUANA

MARIJUANA IS DANGEROUS TO THE USER AND OTHERS

Legalization of marijuana, no matter how it begins, will come at the expense of our children and
public safety. It will create dependency and treatment isandsppen the door tese of other drugs,
impaired health, delinquent behavior, and druggecedsiv

This is not the marijuana of t heOnVay10,2009theoday 6 s
latest analysis from thidational Institute on Drug Abug®IDA)-f unded Uni versity of
Potency Monitoring Project revealed that maripaotency levels the U.Sare the highest ever

reported since the scientific analysis of the drug began

e According to the latest data, the average amount of TH€ired samples has reachi€dl
percent. This compas to an average of just undeur percent reported in 1983 and represents
more than a doubling of the potency of the drug since that’fime.

e NIDA Director Dr. Nora Volkow stated that Al t hough t he overall numt
using marijuana has declined in recent years, there is still reason for great concern, particularly
since roughly 6@ercentof first-time marijuana users are under 18 years old. During
adolescence and into yog adulthood, the brain continues to develop and may be vulnerable to
marijuanads del eterious effects. Science has
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physical, mental, emotional, and behavioral changekcantrary to popular belieit can be
addi¢ i Ve . 0o

Skunk, the more potent form of marijuana being used in the United Kingutary) contairs 15 to 20
percent THCand new resin preparations have up to 30 peréent.

Increasingly, the international community is joining the United States in rexognihe fallacy of
arguments claiming marijuana use is a harmless activity with no consequences to others.

e Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
notedin an article published iThe Independent dBundayiThe debate over the drug is no
|l onger about | i berthke chyidesce af thedhmhagditensehtdl h
health caused by cannabis iuisem loss of concentration to paranoia, aggressiveness and
outright psychosids mounting and amot be ignored. Emergencgom admissions involving
cannabis is rising, as is demand for rehabilitatioattnent € It is time to explode the myth of
cannabis as @oftod r v’y . 0

e As ONDCP Director R. Gil Kerlikowske noted, The concern with marij ua
any culture war mentality, but eofuet®tosf. owhat s

MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES RELATED TO MARIJUANA

There is mounting evidence that use of marijuana, particularly by adolescents, carséramnlito
mental health problems.

e fiNearly one in ten firsyear college students at a mAdantic university have a cannahise
disorder(CUD) according to a NIB-funded study of drug use conducteditnestigators
from the Center for Substance Abuse Reseat¢he University of Maryland dStudents who
had used cannabis five or more times in the pastiyesgardless of whether or not they met
the criteria for @D T reported problems related to their cannabis use, such as concentration
problems (40.1 percent), regularly putting themselves in physical danger (24.3 percent), and
driving after using marijuana (18.6 perceit).

e According to a recent report by tifice of National Drug Control Policy on teens,
depression and marijuana u¥e:

A Depressed teens are twice as likely asaepressed teens to use marijuana and other
illicit drugs.

A Depressed teens are more than twice as likely as their peers to ebaserne
dependent on marijuana.

A Marijuana use can worsen depression and lead to more serious mental illness such as
schizophrenia, anxiety, and even suicide.
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A Teens who smoke marijuana at least once a month are three times more likely to have
suicidal troughts than nowmsers

A The percentage of depressed teens is equal to the percentage of depressed adults, but
depressed teens are more likely than depressed adults to use marijuana than other drugs.

e Researchers from the University of Oulu in Finland witaved over 6,000 youth ages 15 and
16 and found th&iteenage cannabis users are more likely to suffer psychotic symptoms and
have a greater risk of developing schizophrenia in latedtife.

e Austrdian researchers report that letegm, heavy cannabis esmay be associated with
structural abnormalities in areas of the brain which govern memory, enenidaggression.
Brain scans showed that the hippocampus was 12 percent smaller and the amygdale 7 percent
smaller in menwho smoked at leadi cigarettes daily for almost 10 years. Dr. Mura Yucel, the
|l ead researcher stated that At hi andersstanding vi de n
the effects of marijuana and its impact on brain functions. The study is the first to show that
long-term cannabis use can adversely affect all users, not just those in thskicgtegories
such as the young, or those suscédPtible to n

e A two-year study by the National Cannabis Prevention and Information Caftine,
University of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia found that cannabis users can be as
aggressive as crystal methamphetamine users, with almost one in four men and one in three
women being violent toward hospital staff or injuring themselves aftergaggressively.
Almost 12 percent were considered a suicide risk. The hahaeé @nergencyDepartmenat
St. ViHocpnt @3, Gordian Fulde, said fithat mo:
soft drug, but the old image of feelingsleepyandvi ng t he munchies afte
entirely inappropriate for modestay marijuana.With hydroponic cannabis, the levels of
THC calrz)&t)e tenfold what they are in normal cannabis so we are seeing some very, very serious
fall"out . o

e A study published in the March 2008 Journal of the American Academy of Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry cited the harm of smoking marijuana during pregnancy. The study
found a significant relationship between marijuana exposure and child intelligence.
Researchers concluded thigrenatal marijuana exposure has a significant effect on selgeol
intellectual developmeni:®?

e Doctors at Yale Universitgocumere d mar i j uanads damaging effec
half of 150 healthy volunteers experienced psychotic symptoms, including hallucinations and
paranoid del usi ons, pshmayactivg ingregiant. The@ndings Wweze d r u g
releasediuring a May 2007 international health conference in Londh.

e U.S.scientists have discoverddatthe active ingredient in marijuana interferes with
synchronized activity between neurons in the hippocampussof Tae authors of this
November 2006tudy sggest that action of tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, might explain why
marijuana impairs memo.
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e A pair of articles in th&€€anadian Journal of Psychiatngflectsthat cannabis use can trigger
schizophrenia in people already vulnerable to the mental illness and assert that this fact should
shape marijuana policy?

e Memory, speed of thinkingnd other cognitive abilities get worse over time with marijuana
use, acording to a new study published in the March 14, 2006 issNewflogy the
scientific journal of the American Academy of Neurology. The study found that frequent
marijuana users performed worse than-nears on tests of cognitive abilities, including
divided attention and verbal fluency. Those who had used marijuana for 10 years or more had
more problems with their thinking abilities than those who had used marijuabwofd0
years. All of the marijuana users were heavy users, which was defisetb&ing four or
more joints per week®

e John Waltersthen theDirectorof the Office of National Drug Control Policy, Charles G.
Curie,then theAdministrator of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration, and experts and scientistsri leading mental health organizations joined
together in May 2005 to warn parents about the mental health dangers marijuana poses to
teens. According to several recent studies, marijuana use has been linked with depression and
suicidal thoughts, in adon to schizophrenia. These studies report that weekly marijuana use
among teens doubles the risk of developing depression and triples the incidence of suicidal
thoughts®’

e Dr. Andrew Campbell, a member of the New South Wales (Australia) Mental HeaitwRe
Tribunal, published a study in 2005 which revealed that four out of five individuals with
schizophrenia were regular cannabis users when they were teenagers. Bet@@@er7é&ent
of the patients involved in the study used cannabis habitually bethveages of 12 and 212
In addition, a laboratorgontrolled study by Yale scientists, published in 2004, found that
THC Atransiently i ndulcielde aefrfamgtes Ufn stkteha lztolpyh

e Carleton Universityesearchers published a study in 2005 showing that current marijuana users
who smoke at | east five fAjoi ntaserswhenrtestesce e k di
on neurocognition tests such as processing speed, memory, and ové&tall IQ.

e RobinMurray, a professor of psychi atandyonsultantbto n d o n ¢
the Maudsley Hospital in Londowrote an editorial which appearedTiihelndependencen
Sundayon March 18, 2007, in which he eswastes th

rather to give the impression that cannabis was har@belsthat there was no link to
psychosi st e Bfase®td tomat A1690spsythiateistsllike mebeda® 8 0 s
to see growing numbers of young people with schizophrenia who akeng targe amounts of
cannabiso Murray c¢claims that Aéat | east 10
would not have developed the il |lestemtss, i f t h
25,000 individualdhave ruined their lives becaudey smoked cannabis. He also psiatt

t hat t he A s énonabksowhighasiveryepopylar aniong young people in Great
Britain, tc20 percenitfiHCand rew resin preparations have up to 30 percéht

P
ey
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Dr. John MacLeod, a prominent British psychiatrist stdies:f you assume such
schizophrenia with cannabis) then the number of cases of schizi@ptibincrease
significantly i n | i ne Hepredids thatcanmakissesnaydaccauste o f
for a quarter of all new tma'¥es of schizophre

A study by Scientists at tf@ueensland Brain Institute in Austratia longterm marijuana use

and the increased risk of psy owihtsseswhodhadnf i r ms
never used cannabis, young adults who had six or more years since first use of cannabis were
twice as likely to developanemf f ect i ve psychosis (such as sc
in a study published in the Archives of Genersydhiatry durnalin They wer e al so f
as |likely to have high §%ores in clinical te

According to Margaret TrudeaiuQuifitMairnigj ucaannan acha
been an important part of my recovery from mental illne8s Mar g ar e-wifedfr ude au,
former Canadian prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, reported at a press conference at the Canadian
Mental Health Conference in Vancouver on February 15, 268BVery time | was hospitalized

it was preceded by heavy marijuana &4 o

A study by doctors from the National Institute of Drug Abuse found that people who smoked
marijuana had changes in the blood flow in their brains even after a month of not smoking. The
marijuana users had PI (pulsatility index) values somewhaéehtban people with chronic

high blood pressure and diabetes, which suggests that marijuana use leads to abnormalities in
the small blood vessels in the brain. These findings could explain in part the problems with
thinking and remembering found in othéudies of marijuana uset$:

I n a presentation on ANeuroi maging Marijuana
Professor Krista Lisdahl Medina suggests that chronic heavy marijuana use during adolescence

is associated with poorer performance on thinkasds, including slower psychomotor speed

and poorer complex attention, verbal memory and planning alilwh i | e recent fir
suggest partial recovery of verbal memory functioning within the first three weeks of

adolescent abstinence from marijuar@nplex attention skills continue to be affected. Not

only are their thinking abilities wor'e, the

PHYSICAL HEALTH ISSUES RELATED TO MARIJUANA

Marijuana use also affects the physical health of users.

Under the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986, the Governor of
California is required to revise and republish at least once a year the list of cké&maveh to
the state to cause cancer or reproductive toxi€ty.September 12009,the California
Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
published theatest list. The list includes a nealemical added in Junmarijuana smoke, and
lists cancer as the type of toxicity.

A studyby researchearat the Erasmus University Medical Center in Rotterdam, Netherlands
foundwo man who smoked pot during pregnancy may
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development in the womb. Thabies born to marijuana users tended to weigh less and have
smaller heads thraother infants, both of which are linked to increased risk of problems with
thinking, memory, and behavioral problems in childh&dd.

¢ A longterm studyof over 900 New Zealandeby the University of Otago, New Zealand
School of Dentistry has found thdteavy marijuana use has been found to contribute to gum
disease, apart from the known effects that tobacco smoke was already knowndghave

e A study from Monash University and the Alfred Hospital in Australia has foundibdous
lung disease occums marijuana smokers 20 years earlier tt@yacco smokers. f@n caused
by exposure to toxic chemicals or letegm exposure to tobacco smokellae isa condition
where air trapped in the lungs causes obstruction to breathing and eventual destruction of the
lungso Dr . Matt hew Naughton explains that d@Amari |
the peak inspiration and held for as long as possilitedoslow exhalation. This predisposes
to greater damage to the lungs and makes marijuana smokers more prone to bullous disease as
compared to cit®garette smokers. o

e In December 2007 researchers in Canada reportedniaajuana smoke contains significgnt
higher levels of toxic compoundsincluding ammonia and hydrogen cyanidéhan tobacco
smokeand may thereforpose similar health risk& AAmmonia levelsvere20 times highein
the marijuana smokibanin thetobacco smokewhile hydrogen cyanidejitric oxideand
certain aromatic amines occurred at leg&times highein the marijuanasmoked™**

¢ Marijuana worsens breathing problems in current smokers with chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPDRccording to atudy releaselly the American Thoracic Society May 2007.
Among people age 40 and older, smoking cigarettes and marijuana together boosted the odds
of developing COPD to 3.5 times the risk of someone who smoked n&ither.

e Scientists at Swe demedical uivarsitp, haveradvenaed theirs t i t ut e,
understanding of how smoking marijuana during pregnancy may damage the fetal brain.
Findings from their study, released in May 2007, explain how endogenous cannabinoids exert
adverse effects on nerve cells, poity imposing lifelong cognitive and motor deficits in
afflicted new born babie&*

e A study from New Zealand reports that cannabis smoking may Gaegeercenof lung
cancer cases in that countipr. Sarah Aldingtorof the Medical Research Inttie in
Wellington presented her study results at the Thoracic Society conference in Auckland on
March 26, 2007

e Researchers at the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center in Seattle found that frequent or
long-term marijuana use may significantyn cr ease a manés ri sk of de
aggressive type of testicular canaaonseminomaNonseminoma is a fagirowing testicular
malignancy that tends to strike early, between the ages of 20 and 35, and accounts for about 40
percent of all testidar-cancer casedr. Stephen Schwartz stated that researchers are still
studying the longerm health consequences of marijuana smoking, especially heavy marijuana
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smoking and Ain the absence of more certain
red eationally means that one i'® taking a char

e According to the 20DDrug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN), there we¥é4,272
emergency department (ED) visits involving an illicit drug. Marijuana was involved in
308,54 70f these viis, second only to cocaine, which had almost twice as many. The highest
rates of ED visits were patients 18 to 24 years of‘&ye.

e When considered in relation to the entire population of the United States, ED visits for
marijuana equal01.3visits per D0,000 peoplé?’

e On an average day RDO8 there wer&23 drug related ED visits for youth 12Llibyears of
age. Of those visits, 129 involved marijuand.

e According to researchers at the Yale School of Medicine-ferrg exposure to marijuana
smokeis linked tomany of the same kinds b&althproblemsas those experienced long-
term cigarette smokerg¥é [ dijicians should advise their patients of the potential negative
i mpact of marijuana smdking on overall l ung

¢ While smoking cigaretteis known to be a major risk factor ftire bladder cancer most
common among people age 60 and older, researchers are now finding a correlation between
smoking marijuanand bladder cancein a study of younger patients with transitional cell
bladder caner, Dr. Martha Terriss found that 88.5 percent had a history of smoking marijuana.
Marijuana smoke has many of the same carcin@gemaining tars as cigarettes and may get
even more into the body because marijuana cigarettes are unfiltered and usertddohthe
smoke in their lungs for prolonged periods. Dr. Terriss notes that more research is Imgeded,
doesrecommend thathend oct or s find bl ood i n,teympagung pat

want to include gestions about marijuana tisetheir folow-up™*°

e Smoking marijuana can cause changes in lung tissue that may promote cancer growth,
according to a review of decades of research on marijuana smoking and lung cancer. However,
it is not possible to directly link pot use to lung cancer basexkisting evidence.

Nevertheless, researchers indicate that the precancerous changes seen in studies included in
their analysis, as well as the fact that marijuana smokers generally inhale more deeply and hold
smoke in their lungs longer than cigarette kers, and that marijuana is smoked without a

filter, do suggest that smoking pot could indeed boost lung cancer risk. It is known, they add,
that marijuana smoking deposits more tar in the lungs than cigarette smokirtg'does.

e Smoking three cannabis jointsll cause you to inhale the same amount of toxic chemicals as a
whol e pack of cigarettes according to resear
Institute. Cannabis smoke contains seven times more tar and carbon momaxidgarette
smoke. Somane smoking a joint of cannabis resin rolled with tobacco will inhale twice the
amount of benzene and three times as much toluahéhay were smoking a regular
cigarette>?
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e According toresearchthe use of marijuanlay women trying to conceive ahos recently
beconing pregnant is not recommended, as it endangers the passage of the embryo from the
ovary to the uterus and can result in a failed pregnancy. The researchers from Vanderbilt
University say a study with mice has shown that marijuana expaosay compromise the
pregnancy outcomieecausen active ingredient in marijuana, tetrahydrocannabinol (THC),
interferes with a fertilized eg¥y§yods ability t

¢ Infants exposed to marijuana in the womb show subtle @iahehanges in their first days of
life, according to researchers in Brazil. The newborns were more irritable thaxposed
infants, less responsive, and more difficult to calm. They also cried more, startleeasibre
and wergitterier. Suchchanges have the potential to interfere with the mathiéd bonding

process. Alt i s necessary to chengmdreuwg @& han dnits
educate women regardjthe risks and possible consequences related to its use during
preqqancy 6 Dr . Marina Carvahlo de Mor &%es Barros

e Marijuana smoking has been implicated as a causative factor in tumors of the head and neck
and of the lung. The marijuana smokers in whom these tumors occur are usually much
yourger than the tobacco smokers who are the usual victims of these malignancies. Although
a recent study published by the Medical College of Georgia and Stanford University suggests a
causal relationship between marijuana exposure and bladder cancersdatgepidemiologic
and basic science studies are needed to confirm the role of marijuana smoking as an etiologic
agent in the development of transitional cell carcindina.

e According to a 200 5-tesntpulrdoparyeffectabgs DriDonaléhshkdnd s | o n
at the University of California, Los Angelasarijuana smoking deposits significantly more tar
and known carcinogens within the tar, such a polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, into the
airways. In addition to precancerous changes, marijuana smskasgociated with impaired
function of the immuneystem components in the lungs.

e Smoked marijuana has also been associated with an increased risk of the same respiratory
symptoms as tobacco, including coughing, phlegm production, chronic brondtuotisess of
breath and wheezing. Because cannabis plants are contaminated with a range of fungal spores,
smoking marijuana may also increase the risk of respiratory exposure by infectious organisms
(i.e., molds and fungi}®’

e Marijuana takes the risks tdbacco and raises them: marijuana smoke contains more than 400
chemicals and increases the risk of serious health consequences, including lung'tfamage.

e An April 2007 article published by tiéarm Reduction Journaand funded by the pro
legalization Maijuana Policy Projecargues that the use of a vaporizer has the potential to
reduce the dangef cannabis as far as respiratory symptoms are conceYdbie these
claims remain scientifically unproven, seriomegjative consequencssll remain For
example, driving skills arstill impaired, heavadolescentisemay create deviant brain
structure, and-9.2 percent otannabisisers develop symptoms of dependence. A vaporizer
offers no potection against thesmnsequence's®
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e Accordingtotwo studiesnar i j uana use narrows arteries in
high blood pressure and dementia, 06 and may e
marijuana users. I n addition, fAchronic cons
receptors n t he brainbés arteries, o |l eading to blo
memory loss, attention deficits, and impaired learning abitty.

¢ A small study (50 patients) was conducted by the University of California San Francisco from
2003 t02005, leading researchers to find that smoked marijuana easeckldt®d foot pain.

This pain, known as peripheral neuropathy, was relieved for $2merf the patients in the

controlled experiment. Dr. Donald Abrams, director of the study saidthatWwe subj ect s
was reduced he an thatddvesse evants, suehaag se@ation, filizzmesnathd
confusionwere significantly higheamongthec annabi s*smoker s. o

¢ In response to this study, critics of smoked marijuana were quick toquaitttat while THC
does have some medicinal benefits, sndakarijuana is a poor delivery mechanism. Citing
evidence that marijuana smoke is harmful, Dr. David Murray, chief scientist at the @ffice
National Drug Control Policyp ot e d t h at mdke reanijpahaeare wuject te bacterial
infections in the lungséls this really what
compromi sed i mmune sy®%tem wants to prescribe

A Dr. Murray also said that the findings are "not particularly persuasive" bechilse
small number of subjects and the possibility that subjects knew they were smoking
marijuana and had an increased expectatia@ificacy. He expressed the
government'support for pain relief for HiVaffected individuals and said that while
"We'revery much supportive of any effort to ameliorate the suffering of AIDs patients,
the delivery mechanism for THC should be pills, and not smoked marjjaieh can
cause lung damage and deliver varying dosages of #t¥C.

A Researchers involved with the Warsity of California San Francisco project admitted
that there may be a problem with efforts to gauge the effects of marijuana vs. the effects
of a placebo. Some users were immediately able to acknowledge that their sample was
indeed cannabis because o effects of that substance. One participant, Diaoasbn
said, "I knew immediatelytfat | receied cannabishecause | could feel the effecté*

e Promarijuana advocates were encouraged by a medical gtdighed inCancer
Epidemiology, Biomarkers &revention The studypublished in October 2006, whased on
interviews with people in Los Angeleslbwho developed lung cancer, 601 who developed
cancer of the head or neck regions, and 1,040 pealeuw cancer who were matched [
other subjecison age, gender, and neighborhoods). The study found that people who smoke
marijuana do not appear to be at increased risk of developing lung t&néhnile this
studyés findings differed from ,diojthheréexpaass st ud
are warning that the study should not be viewed as a green light to smoke pot, as smoking
marijuana has been associated with problems such as cognitive impairment and chronic
b r o n c'#iTheiNational Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) continues to naimthat
smoking marijuana is detrimental to pulmonary functions.
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A In its October, 20Q6ssue ofNIDA Notes mention is made of the most recent Tashkin
study. "Biopsies of bronchial tissue provide evidence that regular marijuana smoking
injures airway ephelial cells, leading to dysregulation of bronchial epithelial cell
growth and eventually to possible malignant changes." Moreover, he adds, because
marijuana smokers typically hold their breath four times as long as tobacco smokers
after inhaling, margana smoking deposits significantly more tar and known
carcinogens within the tar, such as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, in the airways. In
addition to precancerous changes, Dr. Tashkin found that marijuana smoking is
associated with a range of damagpulmonary effects, including inhibition of the
tumorkilling and bactericidal activity of alveolar macrophages, the primary immune
cells within the lung. o

A NIDA also comments on the Tashkin study infhe r e ¢ t o fronFebNaryt e s
2007. While acknowledging that the study
cancers with marijuana, even letgym or heavy use, is not strong and may bevbelo
practical |l y these results emdtylhase Heen mfedtesl By selection bias or

eror in measuring |lifetime*“exposure and c

AIn October 2006, one of the studyés aut hol
Epidemiology at the University of Michigan School of Public Healthd although the

risk of cancer did notprovet be | arge in the recent stud
say there is no increased¥™ancer risk fro

MARIJUANA AS A PRECURSOR TO ABUSE OF OTHER DRUGS

e Teens who experiment with marijuana may be making themselves more vulnerable to heroin
addiction later in |Iife, if the findings fr
hasverylong er m, enduring eff ect s amimHutdlofdhe Mouati n, 0
Sinai School of MedicineinNeWor k, the st#dyoés | ead author

0

¢ Marijuana is a frequent precursortte use of more dangerous dragsl signals a
significantly enhanced likelihood of drug problems in adult life. Jdwrnal of theAmerican
Medical Associatiom e por t ed, based on a studyusiogf 300 s
twins were four times more likely than their siblings to use cocaine and crack cocaine, and five
ti mes more |likely to u¥e hallucinogens such

e Longterm studies on patterns of drug usage among young people show that very few of them
use other drugs without first starting with marijuana. For example, one study found that among
adults (age 26 and oldevho had used cocaine, 62 pent had initis#¢d marijuana use before
age 15. By contrast, less than one percent of adults who never tried marijuana went on to use

cocainet®!

e Columbia Universitybés National Center on Add
that teens who used marijuana at leaseadn the last month are 13 times likelier than other
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teens to use another drug like cocaine, heroin, or methamphetamine and almost 26 times
likelier than those teens who have never used marijuana to use anoth&f drug.

e Inthe March 2007 report ubstane ébuse alA me r i allegéssaandmiversities, CASA
notes that between 1993 and 2008, phoportion of students who wetaily maijuana users
increased 110.5 peent, from 1.9 percent to 4.0 percent (approximately 310,000 studf&nts.)

¢ Marijuana use inaly adolescence is particularly ominous. Adults who were early marijuana
users were found to be five times more likely to become dependent on any drug, eight times
morles4likely to use cocaine in the future, and fifteen times more likely to use heroim late
life.

¢ In 2008, an estimated 15 percent of past year marijuana users aged 12 or older used marijuana
on 300 or more days within the past 12 moritfs.

e [n 2008, 39 million Americans aged 12 or older used marijuana daily or almost daily in the
past year>°

e In 20@, there were 2 million persons who had used marijuana for the first time within the
past 12 months; this averages to approximately 6,000 initiates p&t’ day

e On an average day in 2008, 3,695 adolescents 12 to 17 years of age used marijuana for the first
time. On an average day in the past year, 563,182 used marijtiana.

e Healthcare workers, legal counsel, police and judges indicate that marijuana igh typic
precursor to methamphetamine. For instance, Nancy Kneeland, a substance abuse counselor in
|l daho, pointed out that fAin almost™®all cases

DEPENDENCY AND TREATMENT

o Of the20.1million Americans aged 12 or older who used illigitigs in the past 30 days in
2008, 15.2 million used marijuana, making it the mostmmonly used illicit drug in 208*%°

¢ Among all ages, marijuana was tecondnost common illicit drug responsible foeatment
admissions in 208 after opiads, accounting forpercent of all admissior®utdistancing
cocaine, the next most prevalent catfSe.

e Marijuana dependency and abuse can be moderately improved by various psychotherapy
treatments, but reducese rather than abstinenceay be the best clinicians can hope for at
this time, a new review find$?

o Of all the illicit drugs, marijuaa had the highest level of pastar dependence or abude2(
million) in 2008.1°3

e The proportion of admissions fararijuana as the primary substance of abuse incdes®a
13 percent in 198to 17 percent in 208.1%*
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About four in five (79 percent) of adolescent treatment admissions involved marijuana as a
primary or secondary substan€a.

"[R]esearch shows that usé[marijuana] can lead to dependence. Some heavy users of
marijuana develop withdrawal symptoms when they have not used the drug for a period of
time. Marijuana use, in fact, is often associated with behavior that meets the criteria for
substance depearce established by the American Psychiatric Associatfén."

DANGERS TONON USERS

DELINQUENT BEHAVIORS

In a 2008 paper entitlldon-Medical Marijauna lll: Rite of Passage or Russian Roulette

CASA reported thain 2006 youth who had ever been arrestedkmyaked for breaking the law

were four times likelier than those who were never arrested to have used marijuana in the past
167

year:

According to CASA in their report o@riminal Neglect: Substance Abuse, Juvenile Justice

and the Children Left Behingiputh who use marijuana are likelier than those who do not to be
arrested and arrested repeatedly. The earlier an individual begins to use marijuana, the likelier
he or she is to be arrested.

Marijuana is known to contribute to delinquent and aggresstavior. A June 2007 report
released by the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) reveals that
teenagers who use drugs are more likely to engage in violent and delinquent behavior.
Moreover, early use of marijuana, the most commyaskd drug among teens, is a warning

sign for later criminal behavioiSpecifically, research shows that the instances of physically
attacking people, stealing property, and destroying property increase in direct proportion to the
frequency with which tens smoke marijuartd®

Marijuana use is strongly associated with juvenile crime. In 2006, youth who had ever been arrested
and booked for breaking the law were four times likelier than those who were never arrested to have
use marijuana in the past year.

In a report titledThe Relationshipdtween Alcohol, Drug Usand Violenceamong Studentshe
Community AntiDrug Coalitions of America (CADCA) reported thatcarding to the 2006 Pride
Surveys, during the 206006 school year:

Of those students wheport carrying a gun to school dugithe 20052006 year, 63.9 peent
report also using marijuana.

Of those students who reported hurting otheth wiweapon at school, 68.4 pent had used
marijuana.
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e Of those students who reported being hyrakveapon at school, 60.3 pent reported using
marijuana.

e Of those students who reported threatening someone with a gun, knife, or club or threatening to
hit, slap or kick someon@7 pecent reported using marijuana.

¢ Of those students who reported drguble with the police, 39 pegnt also reported using
marijuana:®®

e According to ONDCP, e incidence of youth physically attacking others, stealing, and
destroying property increased in proportion to the number of days marijuana was smoked in
the past yar!"

o ONDCP reports that arijuana users were twice as likely as users to report they disobeyed
school ruleg’™

DRUGGED DRIVERS

e The principal concern regarding drugged driving is that drivirdeuthe influence of any drug
that acts on the braincaul i mpair oneds motor skills, reacHt
driving is a public health concern because ismat only the driver at risk, but also passengers
and others who share the rdag.

e In Montana, where there has been an enormous incresmmd i cal 0 mari j uana
this past year, Narcotics Chief Mark Long to
arrests involving marijuana have skyrocketed, as have traffic fatalities where marijuana was
found in the system of one of thed v & s . 0

e In 2008 there were 10 million persons aged 12 and older who reported driving under the
ianuencggf illicit drugs during the past year. The rate was highest among young adults aged
18 to 25.

¢ Results from the Monitoring the Future sunmegicated that in 2008 more than 12 percent of
high school seniors admitted to driving under the influence of marijuana in the two weeks prior
to the survey.”

e Recognizing that drugged driving is a serious health and safety issue, the National
Organizatiorfor the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORMbps called for a sciendmsed
educational campaign targeting drugged driving behavior. In January of 2008, Deputy
Director Paul Armentanceleased a repotitled, Cannabis and Drivingnoting that motorists
shoud be discouraged from driving if they have recently smoked cannabis and should never
operate a motor vehicle after having consumed both marijuana and alcohol. The report also
calls for the deelopment of roadside, cannalsisnsitive technology to bettessast law
enforcement in identifying drivers who may be under the influence ot Sot.
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e In a 2007 National Roadside Survey of alcohol and drug use by drivers, a random sample of
weekend nighttime drivers across the United Statesd that 16.3 percent of the drivers tested
positive for drugs, compared to 2.2 percent of drivers with blood alcohol concentrations at or
above the legal limit. Drugs were present more than 7 times as frequently as Hicohol.

e According to the Nationdhstitute of Drug Abus¢NIDA) funded study, a large number of
American adolescents are putting themselves and others at great risk by driving under the
influence of illiat drugs or alcohol. In 2006, 30 percent of high school seniors reported driving
after drinking heavily or using drugs, or riding in a car whose driver had been drinking heavily
or using drugs, as |l east once in the prior t
study, observed that #ADr i vi-antyprabtech.elm20@6h1d i nf |
percent of senigrsaid they drove after using marijuana while ten percent difteeleaving

five ormoredrinkds A Vehicle accidents are the | eading
20, 0 added Dr. Nora Vol kow, Director of NIDA
among teens with the use of marijuana and/or other substances that impair cognitive and moto
abilities can be'a deadly combination. o

e A June 2007 toxicology study condauwma&dt at t h
in Baltimore found that over 26 percent of injured drivers tested positive for marijuana. In an
earlier study, the U.S.&lional Survey on Drug Ussnd Healtrestimated that 10.6 million
Americans had driven a motor vehicle under the influence of drugs during the previod&year.

e In a study of seriously injured drivers admitted to a Maryland L&s¥ocktrauma center,
65.7 percent were found to have positive toxicology results for alcohol and/or drugs. Almost
51 percent of the total tested positive for illegal drugs. A total of 26.9 percent of the drivers
tested positive for marijuarta’

e Driving under the influence ofaninabis almost doubles the risk of a fatal road crash, according
to a study published online by tBeitish Medical Journain December 2005. The study took
place in France and involved 10,748 drivers who were involved in fatal crashes from October
2001 b September 2003. The risk of being responsible for a fatal crash increased as the blood
concentration of cannabis increased. These effects were adjusted for alcohol and remained
significant when also adjusted for other factors. The authors of thisatgdrt that these
results give credence to a causal relationship between cannabis and €fashes.

e A study of over 3000 fatallynjured drivers in Australishowed that when marijuana was
present in the blood of the driver they were much more likely to be at fault for the accident.
And the higher the THC concentration, the more likely they were to be culable.

e Drugged driving has become a signifitanoblem in the United Kingdom, where almost 20
percent of drivers involved in fatal accidents had traces of drugs in their systeens. T
government iplanningtoissue oadsi de kits, known as fAdrugal
motori st és s al licetaideatifydriveeswle lare leehird the whpebd after taking
illegal drugs,jncludingmarijuana'®®
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e A large shock trauma unit conducting@mgoing study found that 17 ment (one in six) of
crash victims tested positive for marijuana. The rates wigghtly higher for crash victims
under the age of eighteen, 19 pent ofwhotested positive for marijuartd?

e The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has found that marijuana

significantly i mpai r s motareehisle. Adrarding to ysrepost, s af el
A e] pi demi ol ogy data from road traffic arres
marijuana is the most frequently detected ps

Problems reported include: deased car handling performance, inability to maintain headway,
impaired time and distance estimation, increased reaction times, sleepiness, lack of motor
coordination, and impaired sustained vigilah®e.

Some of the consequences of marijuampaired drivng are startling:

¢ An off-duty Nevada HighwafPatrol sergeant who caused a thoae crash killing a 4¥ear
old woman smoked marijuana a maximum of four hours before the accident. Tests showed
that Sergeant Edward Lattin had 5.6 nanograms per milliliter of THC in his system before it
metabolized an@6 nanograms per milliliter of THC in his blood after it was metabolized.
State law allows drivers to have 2 nanograms per milliliter in their bodies before metabolizing
and 5 nanograms per milliliter after it metabolizes to allow for issues such aslsmodnd
exposure?®®

e In Largo, Florida, a 54 yeanld male driver high on marijuana struck and killed a pedestrian.
A witness said that Karl Merl made no effort to avoid the 83 year old woman. Merl had 11
nanograms per milliliter of THC in his blodd’

e A 34-yearold maledriver from Lower Paxton Township in Pennsylvasiaoked marijuana
and crashed his speeding car into another vehicle, killing-e&®ld woman. Investigators
of the February 2007 crash f oundlagpartallyj uana i
smoked marijuana cigarettes in his ¢&t.

e An 18yearold was charged with reckless homicide in Jasper, Indifiaaauthorities said he
crashed a pickup into a tree while under the influence of marijuana, killing-ymsat6ld
sister and two other teens. Authorities said the youth was under the influence of marijuana
when he tried to pass another vehicle ghtipeed?™®

e Police advised that a teen driver whose car veered into a schawi August 22, 2006n
LaPorte, Michigan, was under the influence of marijuana. The teen was charged with
operating while intoxicated, a Class A misdemeanor. Police séédctmsducted at LaPorte
Hospital detected marijuana in his bloodstream; however, since the drug can remain in the
body for several weeks, the results did not show when he had used marijuana. While the teen
was taken to the intensive care unit with a fieeto the upper left leg or hip, along with head
injuries, none of the students on the bus werefitrt.

e The driver of a charter bus, whose 1999 accident resulted in the death of 22 people, had been
fired from bus companies in 1989 and 1996 because teel fegsitive for marijuana four
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ti mes. A feder al i nvestigator confirmed a r
when he was hospitalized Sunday after the bus veered off a highway and plunged into an
embankfent . o

e In April 2002, four childen and the driver of a van died when the van hit a concrete bridge
abutment after veering off the freeway. Investigators reported that the clidiaicknamed
the driver ASmokeyodo because he regularly smo
cra scene with marijuana in his pocke.

e A former nurseds aide was convicted in 2003
hitting a homeless man with her car and driv
wi ndshi el d. 0 né&dlafer ainight of drieking andhtakingpdeugs, including
marijuana. After arriving home, the woman parked her car, with the man still lodged in the
windshield, and left him there until he di&d.

e In 2005, an eight yeaold boy was killed when heas runover by an unlicensed @&arold
driver who police believed had been smoking marijuana just before the acdéfdent.

¢ Duane Baehler, 47, of Tulsa, Okal ahoma was 0
sono in 2003. P o |hadenethamghptaming, eotaine dnd marijBaaaerh | e r
his system at the time of the accid&ht.

Other Harms From Marijuana

e The Los Angeles Police Department is investigating a series of robberies and shootings at
marijuana dispensaries. Over a one week péniddne 2010 a Northridge dispensary robbery
left one employee in critical condition after being shot in the face; the shooting was the second
at that business this year and the third dispensary er¢etéd in three days. Two people
were fatally shotri a pot shop robberies in Echo Park and Hollywood, and a third person was
wounded'®

e On March4, 2010, a California man was killed after opening fire on two Pentagbce

Officers. In a story on MSNBC, the Friday before the incidéoitn PatrickBedd | 6 s par ent
had warned local authorities that his behavior had become emaliicat he was unstable and

had a gun. Bedell was diagnosed as bipolar and had been in and out of treatment programs for
year s. Hi s psychi at r ilstriedto sklfmeditiate with mdrijuaNee | s o n
i nadvertently maki ng h i Bedell magheenmgisenmor e pr ono
prescription for medical use of marijuana in 2006 for chronic insomnia. According to long

time friend Reb Monaci he was not a person who shoul d ha
clearance to use ™narijuana, but he was. 0

e A marijuana dealer kidnapped and murdered a 15gledboy after he got angry at the téen
half-brother for owing him a $2,500 drug déft.

e A 27-yearold lawyer, Oxford educated, fell to his death from the top floor of a London
building following years of treatment for cannabisuced mental illass. The February 2007
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inquest revealed that he had been suffering fropolar affective disordemanic apression,
which fimay have been®riggered by cannabis u

e Marijuana also creates hazards that are not always predictable. In August 2004, two
Philadelphia firefighters died battling a fire that started because of tangled wires and lamps
used to grow mrijuana in a basement clo$gt.

o All six people aboara Piper Cherokee were killed when it crashed soon afterdtilan
Hamilton Island in North Queenslan@iystraliaon September 2002. Toxicologist Professor
Olaf Drummer told the inqueshat bloodtests on the 2yearold pilot indicated that he had
used marijuana either in the hours leading up to the crashomultehave been a regular

user%?

e Grant Everson anthreefriends armed with box cutters andleotguns | i pped i nto Ev
parent®Chaska Minnesotaehomedemandingnoney toopen a coffeehouse the marijuaa-
friendly City of AmsterdamAlthough Grant lost his nerve, his friends proceedeshtmt and
kill his mother. All four werarrested Their alibi was that thelyad beersleepingn the same
Burnsville apartment after a night of smoking marijuana and playing video g&imes.

e The National Transportation feé#y Board investigation of a small placesh near Walnut
Ridge,Arkansaskilling a passenger and the pilot, was a result of pilot efPdot Jason Heard
failed to fly high enough and maintain enough airspeed to avoid a stall. The report notes that
Pilot JasorHeardhad enough marijuana in hisssgmto havecontributel to theaccident®

MARIJUANA AND INCARCERATION

Federal marijuana investigations and prosecutions usually involve hundreds of pounds of marijuana.
Few defendants are incarcerated in federal prison for simple possession of marijuana.

e In 2008, according to thgnited Sates Sentencing Commission (USCC), 25,337 people were
sentenced in federal court for drug crimes under six offense categories. Marijuana accounted
for 6,337 (25 percent). Looking even further, of the 6, 337 people sentenced, only 99 people or
l6percent, were sentenced f®r fisimple posses

e According to a Bureau of Justice Statistics survey of statéemigalal prisonerpublished in
October 2006approximately 12.percentof state prisoners and 12ércentof federal
prisoners were serving time for a marijuaeéated offense. This is a decrease from 1997
when these figures werl2.9percentand 18.%ercentrespectively?®®

e Between October 1, 2005 and September 30, 2086 werd,423federal offenders
sentenced fomarijuanarelated charges in the U.S. Courts. Approximatelf §&rcentof the
cases involved trafficking’’

e In FiscalYear2006 there wer@5,814offenders sentenced in federal court on diugrges.
Of those, onlyl.6 percent 406 people) weresentenced for simple possessith.
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e According to the White House OfficdNat i on al Dr u g Mahyimateso | Pol i c
ultimately sentenced for marijuana and possession were initially charged witlsenores
crimes butwvere able to negotiatedeced clargesor lighter sentencatirough plea agreements
with prosecutors. Thereforeteef i gur e f or si mpl e possession d
impression of the true numbers, since it also includes these inmates who pled down from more
serious changas®®®

¢ Findings from the 2008 Arrestee Drug Abuse Monitoring System (ADAM II), which surveys
drug use among booked male arrestees in ten major metropolitan areas across the country,
shows the majority of arrestees in each city test positive for illicit dsagwith as many as 87
percent of arrestees testing positive for an illegal dMgrijuana is the most commonly
detected drug at the time of the arrest. In seven of the ten sites arrestees who are using
marijuana are using it on the average of evergmoday for the past 30 da$.

THE FOREIGN EXPERIENCE WITH MARIJUANA

Many European countries arettenking their liberal marijuana policies in the face of evidence that
cannabis use has significant mental and physical consequences and may lead toiimgmates,

increased social costs and degradation of their quality ofiff.ew adul t s i n Europe
should be readily available for personal consun
NS Opinion and Social in SepteedOc t o ber , 2 0 0 6ent of reSpOomdénts in 3CGcouptees
believe cannabi *should be |l egalized. d

There is no uniform drug policy in Europe. Some countries have liberalized their laws, while others

have institutedtrict drug control policies, whicmeant hat t he so call ed AEuUr oj
misnomer. Like Americahe various countries of Europe are looking for new ways to combat the
worldwide problem of drug abuse.

In recent yearthe European Monitoring Center for Drugs @nmig Addiction (EMCDDA) has

reported a tendency among European countries to make a stronger distinction between those who use
drugs and thaswho sell or traffic drugs. This distinction is reflected in the reduction of penalties for
drug use in some countries, though osheave not changed or increased penalties. EMCDDA reports
that recently, the penalties for drug offenses
reported drug law offenses are related to use and possession for use rather than supply, and whereas
offenses related to supply increased by 12 percent, those related to possession hase liycoesas

50 percent &annabis continued to be the drug most often associated with drug law offenses. The
view expressed by some that in Europe you are uglikebe charged with a drug offense if caught

using marijuana is not supported by the data.
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Australia

e On October 11, 2009 Premier Colin Barnett an
legislation to repeal the Cannabis Control Act 2003 and nizdeges to the Misuse of Drugs
Act 1981 and the Young Offenders Act 1994, sending a clear message that the cugent Stat
Government did not endorgkcit drug useo fiThe newanti-cannabis laws wilinark the start
ofthe LiberalNat i onal Go v er naandeighsyearsioftalsdit-diugs t ur n
approactby the previous Labor governmemhich has left lives ruined?

¢ In areversal of their 2006 official position, the Australian Medical Assoaidias called on
the state government of Western Australia to introduce harsher marijuana laws. The AMA
cited a recent review of international research on the links between marijuana and mental
illness AMA president Dr. Rosanna Capolingsaa i d tt maaijuanailaave dertainly do not
help support the message®t hat marijuana i s n

e Drug Free Australia official Craig Thompson is urging the community, young people in
particular, to change their thinking about cannabis because of itaseffects on health.
AThe road f at al i-intoxécated drivarssliakd to bapnaliseamdrpsydhoss,
birth defects and greater potency of the dru
Thompson said'®

e Vanuatu authorities fearehuse and cultivation of marijuana may be on the rise in the country
and they are taking the problem seriously. Police have asked for current legislation on
substance abuse to be amended, to enable the police to deal more effectively with dffenders.

Canada

e In August 2006, Ontarigave new powers to police, utilities and municipalities to crack down
on marijuana grow operations and methamphetamine labs running from residential locations.
The pr ov-drogdegislation avasttoughened to protect communities and allows police
to work more effectively with citizens in identifying and uprooting marijuana operations. New
provisions to the law include allowing water and power utilities officials to inspect buildings
suspected to house marijuagraw operations’

e After a largedecline in the 1980s, marijuana use among teens increased during the 1990s as
young people became Aconfused about the stat
aggressive decriminalization campaign, according to a special advisertb He@lae n a d a 6 s
Director General of Drug tategy. Several Canadian drug surveys show that marijuana use
among Canadian youth has steadily climbed to surpass-ytsaZ peak, rising to 29.6 memt
of youth in grades-12 in 20038
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Germany

As The Netherlands cracks down cannabis cultivation, it is pushing its digngsinto

Ger many. Since 2004, 30 Acannabis plantatio
In additont he Dutch government has forced a numbe
produced hashnd marijuana to move their operations out of city centers and closer to the
DutchrGerman border. Demand for marijuana among German youth is high@véraand

investigators in Krefeld estimate that the coffee shops attract 54,000 customers ea¢ch month

with 50,000coming from German$*®

The Netherlands

The Netherlands hasled Eurapen  t he | i berali zation of drug ¢
emerge throughout The Netherlands in 1976, offering marijuana products for sale. Possession
and sale of marijuana are not legal, but coffee shops are permitted to operate and sell marijuana
under certain restrictions, including a limit of no more than 5 grams sold to a person at any one
time, no alcohol or hard drugs, no minors, and no advertising. In The Netherlands it is illegal

to sell or possess marijuana products. So coffee shop agaraist purchase their marijuana

products from illegal drug trafficking organizations.

On January 2, 2007, the majority of the City Council in Amsterdam voted in favor of
introducing a citywide ban on smoking marijuana in public in areas where youndepeop
smoking joints have been causing a public nuisance. Their decision was based upon the
success of the experimental ban in DeBaaféfes

According to aNew York Timear t i cl e, AThe mayor (of Maastr.i
city's 16 licensedcannals ¢l ubs t o the edge of town, pref
Belgium and Germany). Mayor Gerd Leers is reacting to growing concerns among residents
who ficomplain of traffic problems, petty cr
beenshobi ngs bet ween Bal kan gangs. Maastricht'
onethird of itstimeondrug el at ed probl ems. 06 Cannabis club
drugs from Amsterdam, who often harass peopte t h e $d clules bavesalsabtracted
people looking to buy marijuana in quantity. Piet Tans, the police spokesman also stated that
APeople who come from far away don't just ¢
the counteréThey think poeswthsopaatedntiei | os; t h
shad&Wws. o

Moving the clubs did not prove to be an effective strategy to deal with the problem. As of

January 1, 2010, coffee shops in the province of Limburg (which includes Maastricht) will be
accessible only to registered menshelustice Minister Ernst Hirsch Ballin alsetste d t hat A i
would become easier to ke#p minors out of th

Due to international pressure parmissiveDutch cannabis policy and domestic complaints

over the spread of nG@oveinjnantaoithe Néthertafitthse e s hops, 0O
reconsidered its legalization measures. After marijli@tame normalized, consumption

nearly tripledi from 15 percent to 4gercenti among 18 to 20 yeasld Dutch youttf®* As a
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result of stricter | ocal government policies
Netherlands was reduced from 1,179 in 1997*to 737 in 2004, a 37 percent decrease in 7

years??®

About 70 perent of Dutch towns have a zetmlerance policy toward cannabis cafés

Dr. Ernest Bunning, formerly with Holl andds
that countryodos | iberal drug philosophyg, has
abuse soft drugs . . . particularly those that have [a] high THC [content]. The place that

cannabis takes in their |lives becomes so don
things in life. They crawl out of bed in the morning, grab atjoin donét wor k, s mo
joint. They dondt knBw what to do with thei
AContrary to what is often c¢claimed by suppor

young people in The Netherlands is not lower but actually higher than averageEur op e, 0
according to the findings of the 2007 European School Survey on Alcohol and Other Drugs
(ESPAD) . AThe Netherl ands scor-qarterg2ove t he
percent) of the youngsters aged 15 and 16 surveyed said they havanusgasometime in

their life, compared with an average of 19 percent in Europe. Current Cannabis usage (at least
once in the month prior to the survey) is more than double the European average in The

Net herlands (15 pe&€¥cent versus 7 percent). o

An artide published in April 2009 summarizes the challenge now faced by the Dutch as a
result of their drug policies. AThe Nether|l
countries from number 12 in 2003 to number 5
youngsters, possipldue to the liberal climate, widely believe that cannabis is innocent. The
proportion of school children that thiskegular cannabis usage involves big risks is the lowest

in the Netherlands (50 p®2rcent) of all count

Singapore

As of August 1, 2007, marijuana users caught in Singapore face mandatory treatment in Drug
Rehabilitation Centers. However, people who undergo the treatmeérstubsequentiyet

arrested again for marijuana use face a mandatory minimurgdaeprison sentence, plus

three strokes of the cane. Tht@ae offenders get seven years in prison plus six stroes.

Switzerland

In December 2008, G3ercentof Swiss voters votedgainst an initiative to decriminalize

marijuana. The government, which opposed the proposal, feared that liberalizing marijuana
woul d cause problems from neighboring countr
have some sort of cannabis tourisnSwitzerland because of something that is illegal in the

EU would be legal in Switze#®l and, o a governn

Liberalization of marijuana laws in Switzerland has likewise produced damaging results. After
liberalization, Switzerland becamearagnet for drug users from many other countries. In
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1987, Zurich permitted drug use and sales in
Par k. o By 1992, the number of regular drug
hundredati e outset in 1987 to about 20, 000. 0 Th
ridden, forcing closure of the park. The experiment has since been terniiated.

United Kingdom

e A 2009 Scottish Social Attitudesi&vey on public attitudes toward illegal drugs and misuse in
Scotland foundireversal inthetolerant attitudes toward cannabis. Support for legalization fell
from 37 percent in 2001 to 24 percent in 2009. Even among those that had tried cannabis,
suppot for legalization fell from 70 percent in 2001 to 47 percent in 2009. Attitudes for
prosecution for possession hardened during the same time period. In 2001, 51 percent felt that
people should not be prosecuted for possession of a small amount ofiednnpérsoal use,
but in 2009 only 34 percent concurred. Most startling was the fact that the shifts were most
prevalent among 184 yearolds. In 2001 62 percent of this age group was in favor of
legalization; in 2009, only 24 percent felt that vi&y.

¢ |n a statement to the press, Home Secretary Jacqui Smith announced on May 8, 2008 that
cannabis is being reclassified back to a Class B drug, sending a strong message that the drug is
harmful. Addressing thelouse of Commons, Secretary Smith citedriéed to update public
policies to match recent scientific evidence altbatserious harmsf mar i j uana use;
enforcement response must reflect the danger that the drug poses to individuals, and in turn, to
communt™ies. o

¢ A major newspaper in Englanthe Independent on Sundagversed its very public stance in
support of marijuana. After a pmannabis editorial appeared in 1928,000people narcted
on London 0.9heldditatia ang the skbsequent march wesdited with forcing the
government to downgrade the legal status of cannabis to cladewever,an editorial in the
March 18, 2007ssuet i t CaandbisfiAn Apology, s tthattheepspers reversing its
deci si on. Aln 1997, when t hODpgeopteavgreebeingc al | ed
treated for cannabis addiction Today, the number is 22,000. 0
number of teenagers requiring drug treatment as a result of smoking skunk (a highly potent
cannabis strain) and the growing proof that skunisea mental illnessere cited among the
reasons for this reversaf

e In March 2005, British Home Secretary Charles Clarke took the unprecedented step of calling
Afor a rethink on Labourés | egal downgrading
substane. Mr. Clarke requested that the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs complete a
new report, taking into account recent studies showing a link between cannabis and psychosis
and also considering the mor%d potent cannabi

e In 2005, during a general election speech to concerned parents, British Prime Minister Tony
Blair noted that medical evidence increasingly suggests that cannabis is not as harmless as
people think and warned parents that young people who smoke cannabis ceslloino
harder drugg®’
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2006 World Drug Report

e The2006World DrugReportoutlines significant global progress achieved in reducing the
threat of drugs over 2005 and also highlights challenges to international efforts to stem the
trafficking, use and production of dangerous, addictive drugs. Among the key findings of this
repat is that drug traffickers have invested heavily in increasing the potency of cgnnabis
which has produced devastating effects. As a result, the characteristics of cannabis are no
longer that different from those of other plraised drugsuch as cocae and heroin. This
report contends that differing messages as well as legislative changes by various governments
regarding marijuana leave young people confused as to just how dangerous caftiabis is.

OTHERNEWS

MARIJUANA USE AMONG YOUTH SHOWS SLIGHT INCREASE

e In DecembeR009 the Monitoring the Future Report indicated thtier watchingnarijuana
usehave agradual and steady decline since 1996 in the cas@ grfalers and since 2001 for
the 10" and 13" gradersthis trenchas changed

e Theresults of th&2009survey suggest thgbuth marijuanaise is again on the increase.
While there have not been any dramatic rises in marijuana use, there has iyewara trend
for the past two to three years.

e Marijuana use is lower than 15 years dgat declines have stalledrfthe pasftive years.
Currently ondn nine8" graders used marijuana in the past year, morechaim four 10"
graders did, and a third of ®2raders did. These numbers correlate with survey information
showing percegons of risk and peer disapproval went down and perceived availability went

up.

e The 8"and 13" grades showed modest increase®aind 4 percentage points, respectively
this year This means use by'graders has increased 1.5 percentage poirts tie low in
2007, and use by 3yraders has increased 1.3 percentage points since the low in 2006.

e |tis also noteworthy that perceived risk associated with regular marijuansusky a
deterrent to ushas fallen for the past two years am@Tggraders and for the past year for
10" graders. Only 2" graders showed a small further increase in perceivedriz809, and
this after two years of showing a significant decrease in perceived risk

e And whiledisapproval of marijuana remains redadly high in all three grades levetbe
percentage of those disapproving is also showing a downward’&end

e In 2008 and 2009, 52 percent of U.S. high school seniors thought that there was a great risk of
harm from smoking marijuana regularly, down fréBpercent in 2006
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e The 2008 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) shows that among youth aged
12 to 17, the current illicit drug use rate remained stable from 2007 (9.5 percent) to 2008 (9.3
percent). Between 2002 and 2008, youth rdéesdined significantly for illicit drugs in general
(11.6 to 9.3 percent) and for marijuana in particular (8.2 to 6.7 peféént).

e Just over onghird (34.2 percent) of adolescents 17 years of age perceived great risk from
smoking marijuana once a monfthe perception of risk decreased with affe.

e The 2009 Partnershisttitude Tracking Study (PATS), an annual survey of teens in grades 9
through 12 also shows a reversal in the decl
since 1998.Past year use of marijuana shows a 19 percent increase (from 32 peRa98
to 38 percent in 2009). Between 198808 marijuana use had decreased by 30 percent.

Underlying these increases are negative shifts in teen attitudes, particularly a drelgho
the benefits and acceptability of drug use and drinkihg.

INCREASED ERADICATION

e During 2009, DEAG6s Domestic Cannabi ans#ppoatatihe at i on/ S
eradicatiorof 9,474,867lants in the top seven marijuana producing statelf¢Cuaa,
Kentucky,Oregon TennessedJtah, Washingtonand West Virginiq This is an increase of
2,325,33%radicated plants over the previous y&ar.

e Duringthe 20® eradication season, a totalafer 10.3million marijuana plantsvere
eradicated across the United States. Thii€amillion plant increase ovet008.2*°
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IN THEIR OWN WORDS

=]

We created Prop. 215 so patients would not h
today it is all about the money. Most of thepdissaries operating in California are a little
more than dope dealers with store fronts. o
Reverend Scott T. Imler, co-author of Proposition 215, the 1996 ballot initiative that
legalized medical marijuana in Californialternatives Magazinesall 2006 issue 39.

AWhen we wrote Proposition 215, we were sell.
people..] t 6s turned into a joke. I think a | ot
Reverend Scott T. Imler, in an interview with Sandy Mazz&an Gabriel Valley Tribune

February 15, 2007.

ot

No reasonabl e person would have gathered tha
back in 1996. 0

Mark A.R. Kleinman , Professor of Public Policy, UCLA, Decemliat, 2006.

1]

Quitting cannabis has been an i mportant part
trigger psychosi s. Every time | was hospita
Margaret Trudeau, exwife of former Canadian Prime Miner Pierre Trudeau, at the

Canadian Mental Health Conference in Vancouver, February 15, 2007.

1]

Many [ peopl e] s ub s-tareitolelance ab caninabes which ig inceeasinglya i s s e
prevalent among educated people in Western countries. Thahsossneeds to be
challenged. Evidence of the damage to mental health caused by cannabis use is mounting and
cannot bé@litgnereéedme to explode the myth of «c

¢ Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director, United Ni@ns Officeon Drugs and Crime, March

2007.

ATraditional 196 0s h e r-Dpertentofdhe actvb inggedieno nt ai ned
tetrahydrocannabi nol (THC); but todayfs skun
and new resin preparations have up to 30gdrcSkunk is to ollashioned hash as whiskey
is to lager. You can become an alcoholic just by drinking lager; but you have to drink a lot
more lager than whiskey. Similarly, you can go psychotic if you smoke enough traditional
marijuana, butyouhaeeo consume a | ot more for a | onger

e Professor Robin Murray, Londonds | ns Thelhdeperalenboh SuRday ¢ hi at r
March 21, 2007.

Al 6ve been astonished by the way mediTbeal mar i
energyi s i n medical marijuana for the younger g
it. o

e Dale Gieringer, Director of California NORML and Broposition 215 authpin an interview
with Vanessa Grigoriadi®Rolling Stonenagazine, February 7, 2007.
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A O uurrentexperience with legal, regulated prescription drugs like Oxycontin shows that
legalizing drugs in not a panacea. In fact, its legalization widens its availability and misuse, no
matter what controls are in place. 0

e Gil Kerlikowske, Director, ONDCPWhy Marijuana Legalization Would Compromisebi
Health and SafetyAnnotated Remarks to tl@&aliforniaPolice Chiefs Association Conference,
March 4, 2010.
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APPENDIX

ACRONYMS USED IN i iE DEA POSITION ON MARIJUANAO

AAP
ACS
ADAM
AMA
BBC
BMA
CADCA
CB1

CBD
CMCR
DASIS
DEA
EMCDDA
FDA
HIV
INCB
IOM
IOP
LSD
MS
MTF

NHTSA
NIDA
NMSS
NORML
NSDUH
ONDCP
TEDS
THC

USSC

July 2010

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Cancer Society

Arrestee Drug and Alcohol Monitoring

American Medical Association

British Broadcasting Company

British Medical Association

Community AntiDrug Coalitions of America
Cannabinoid Receptor 1: oneofdw r ecept or s

n

endocannabinoid (EC) system associated withntitaéce of foodand

tobacco dependency.

Cannabidiol one of the cannabinoids found in marijuana
Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research

Drug and Alcohol Services Infortion System

Drug Enforcement Administration

European Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Addiction
Food and Drug Administration

Human Immunodeficiency Virus

International Narcotics Control Board

Institute of Medicine

Intraocular Pressure

DiethylamideLysergic Acid

Multiple Sclerosis

t

he

Monitoring the Futurean annual survey conducted by the University of

Michigan on youth drug use

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

National Institute on Druébuse

National Multiple Sclerosis Society

National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws
National Survey of Drug Use and Health

Office of National Drug Control Policy

Treatment Episode Data Set

Tetrahydrocannabinpithe main psychoactive substance found in the

marijuana plant
United States Sentencing Commission
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